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Richmond  District  rings  in  new  decade  with  iots  of  iiveiy  iocai  issues 


by  Paul  Kozakiewicz 

1989  came  in  with  a  whimper,  but  left  us 
with  a  bang. 

The  big  news  of  the  year  had  to  be  the 
October  earthquake,  a  15 -second  ride  that 
tested  all  of  our  nerves. 

But  there  was  lots  of  action  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  last  year,  with  everything  from 
neighbors  having  fun  at  the  Clement  Street 
pumpkin  festival  to  the  controversial  deci¬ 
sion  denying  the  Washington  High  School 
Eagles  a  piece  of  the  City  football  champi¬ 
onship,  after  they  slugged  out  a  tie  with  the 
Galileo  Lions  Thanksgiving  Day. 

So  on  to  the  burning  questions.  Will  this 
be  the  year  that  a  fancy  restaurant  finally 
opens  at  the  Beach  Chalet?  Any  restaurant? 

Here  is  a  recap  of  the  District's  top 
stories,  and  when  we  can  expect  more  about 
them  in  the  coming  year. 

The  "great  quake" 

Undoubtedly  the  number  one  story  of  the 
year  was  the  "great  quake  of  ’89"  that  rocked 
the  Richmond  District  in  October.  The  7.1 
temblor  was  responsible  for  one  death  in  the 
Presidio  Heights,  and  destroyed  nearly  two 
dozen  buildings  in  the  Richmond  District, 
damaging  the  post  office  at  Sixth  Avenue 
and  Clement  Street  (see  story  on  page  3),  the 
Asian  Art  Museum  and  the  Palace  of  the 
Legion  of  Honor.  Electricity  was  out  in  parts 
of  the  district  for  several  days.  Many  local 
businesses  were  hit  hard,  not  only  by  physi¬ 


cal  damages,  but  with  the  loss  of  sales 
revenue  afterward. 

The  Richmond  did  come  through  with 
flying  colors,  however,  as  neighbors  pulled 
together  to  help  each  other.  The  Richmond 
police  station  reported  a  drop  in  crime  and 
no  major  traffic  accidents  were  reported  in 
the  wake  of  the  quake,  when  citizens  direct¬ 
ed  traffic  with  flares  at  major  intersections 
without  traffic  light  controls. 

"I  have  a  renewed  faith  in  humanity  and 
the  people  of  San  Francisco,"  Richmond 
Police  Station  Lieutenant  Joaquin  Santos 
said  of  earthquake  volunteer  efforts. 

Laurel.  Heights  research  labs 

The  UC  Board  of  Regents  are  tentatively 
planning  to  tackle  the  issue  of  whether  or  not 
to  approve  research  labs  for  UC's  Laurel 
Heights  campus  at  its  meeting  March  15  in 
Los  Angeles. 

The  '80s  ended  with  public  hearings  for 
the  Environmental  Impact  Report  (EIR)  on 
the  proposed  project,  which  would  convert 
the  facility's  350,000  square  feet  to  adminis¬ 
trative  offices,  classrooms  and  a  pharmaceu¬ 
tical  and  biomedical  research  laboratory.  The 
university  says  the  research  space  is  needed 
because  the  Parnassus  campus  is  overcrowd¬ 
ed  and  it  needs  to  continue  expanding 
medical  research  to  maintain  a  leading  role 
worldwide.  The  plan  would  allow  for 
housing  1,520  full-time  and  300  part-time 
employees. 

Opponents,  including  the  Laurel  Heights 


Improvement  Association,  feel  the  universi¬ 
ty  is  reneging  on  a  deal  to  use  the  old 
Fireman's  Fund  Building  at  3333  California 
St.  for  classrooms  and  administrative  space. 
A  suit  filed  by  the  association  when  the  uni¬ 
versity  initially  tried  to  put  research  labs  at 
the  campus  went  to  the  California  Supreme 
Court,  which  ruled  the  original  EIR  prepared 
for  the  project  was  inadequate. 

Laurel  Heights  attorney  Kathryn 
Devincenzi  has  said  the  improvement  asso¬ 
ciation  will  sue  again  if  the  regents  approve 
the  research  labs. 

•  In  February,  the  Richmond  Re  View  will 
focus  on  the  issues  involved  in  the  debate 
over  Laurel  Hill  labs. 

Lincoln  Park  Safeway 

There  was  considerable  neighborhood 
opposition  to  a  plan  to  replace  the  Safeway 
at  32nd  Avenue  and  Clement  Street  with  a 
larger  Safeway,  25,000  square  feet  of  addi¬ 
tional  commercial  space,  and  74  apartments. 

But  before  the  planning  commission 
decides  the  plan's  fate,  an  EIR  will  have  to 
be  prepared  to  examine  the  possible  adverse 
effects  of  the  project. 

As  well,  another  hurdle  is  the  decision  by 
SF  Planning  Department  Zoning 
Administrator  Robert  Passmore  to  honor  a 
1952  deed  restriction  limiting  construction  at 
the  Safeway  site  to  25  percent.  Changes  in 
the  restriction  would  have  to  be  made  by  the 
board  of  supervisors. 

The  Safeway  location  was  rezoned  in 


1987  to  Neighborhood/Commercial 
Shopping,  allowing  for  up  to  129,000  square 
feet  of  commercial  space  and  119  units  of 
housing. 

The  $18  million  project  proposed  by 
Richmond  real  estate  developer  Richard 
Klein  calls  for  a  three-story  building  with 
two  levels  of  underground  parking.  The 
Safeway  would  take  up  most  of  the  first, 
commercial  shops  the  second  and  apart¬ 
ments  would  be  on  the  third  level. 

Expressing  concern  about  the  project  as 
proposed  is  the  Lincoln  Park  Homeowners 
Association,  Lincoln  Park  Neighborhood 
Association,  Planning  Association  for  the 
Richmond,  Richmond  Community 
Association  and  State  Senator  Milton  Marks. 

Richmond  Transport  Project 

The  new  plumbing  needed  for  the 
Richmond  District  moved  one  step  closer  to 
reality  in  1989  when  public  hearings  were 
conducted  regarding  possible  sewer  routes. 

Four  alternatives  were  considered  in  the 
original  EIR  prepared  for  the  Clean  Water 
Program,  but  a  fifth  choice,  not  originally 
considered  because  it  constructed  a  treat¬ 
ment  facility  in  the  Presidio  Army  Base,  is 
now  being  included  in  the  final  EIR. 

Planning  Commission  certification  of  the 
EIR  will  be  delayed  for  several  months,  but 
it  should  be  sent  to  the  City  supervisors  in 
May  or  June  for  final  approval,  according  to 
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Controversial  Richmond  District  issues  promise  a  lively 


Continued  from  page  1 

Alex  Mamak,  officer  with  the 
public  affairs  office  of  the  public 
works  department,  which  oversees 
the  Clean  Water  Program. 

The  federal  government  has 
mandated  San  Francisco  reduce 
the  up-to-83-times-yearly  the  City 
spills  raw  sewage  onto  China  and 
Baker  beaches  and  the  surround¬ 
ing  shorelines. 

The  route  of  the  sewer  line 
added  for  consideration  begins  in 
the  Presidio  at  a  9.5  million  gallon 
storage  tank,  which  collects  and 
pumps  the  sewage  and  rain  runoff 
to  the  zoo  for  final  treatment.  It 
would  require  modifying  2,000 
feet  of  existing  sewers  on  Fulton 
Street  and  41st  and  46th  avenues 
as  well  as  constructing  the  basin. 

Two  other  potential  routes  call 
for  burrowing  a  13-foot-wide 
tunnel,  begiiming  at  the  Presidio, 
continuing  under  Lincoln  Park, 
and  exiting  near  Sutro  Heights 
Park,  continuing  along  the  Great 
Highway  to  a  treatment  facility 
near  the  SF  Zoo. 

The  last  two  choices  include  a 


cross-Richmond  sewer  under  24th 
Avenue  to  Fulton  Street,  continu¬ 
ing  west  to  the  Great  Highway  and 
then  to  the  zoo. 

The  five  potential  routes  are 
expected  to  cost  between  $27.4 
and  34.7  million  to  build. 

A  public  hearing  by  the  Clean 
Water  Program  to  consider  the 
added  sewer  choice  (R-1)  is 
expected  in  February 

Geary  Boulevard  Light  Rail 

Light  rail  for  Geary  Boulevard 
got  a  boost  in  November  when 
voters  approved  Proposition  B, 
allowing  for  a  1/2  cent  increase  in 
the  sales  tax  to  pay  for  mass 
transit  projects,  including  a  plan  to 
replace  the  current  Muni  #38 
Geary  bus  line  with  light  rail. 

Preliminary  proposals  call  for 
an  above-ground  and  below¬ 
ground  system,  with  several 
options  calling  for  a  subway  from 
the  financial  district  eastbound  to 
Laguna  Street.  The  rail  would 
continue  eastbound  above  ground 
to  the  ocean  from  there. 


The  light  rail  plan  is  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Geary  Transit  Task 
Force  and  the  Citizen's  Advisory 
Committee,  whose  overall  transit 
recommendations  were  endorsed 
by  Mayor  Art  Agnos.  The  "attrac¬ 
tive"  plan  is  expected  to  gamer 
state  and  federal  money  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  local  revenues  generated 
by  the  sales  tax  increase. 

The  final  proposals  for  con¬ 
structing  a  light  rail  system  will 
not  come  without  a  fight, 
however.  The  Greater  Geary 
Boulevard  Merchants  and 
Property  Owners  Association, 
Richmond  Community 
Association  and  Save  Our 
Richmond  Environment  are 
poised  to  fight  the  plans  for  light 
rail  above  ground  on  Geary 
Boulevard. 

Considering  the  transit  repair 
costs  of  the  October  earthquake, 
the  $1  billion  price  tag  for  a  com¬ 
plete  subway  system  may  be 
unattractive  when  compared  to  the 
estimated  $60  million  costs  of  a 
completely  above  ground  railway. 
The  combination  above-  and 
below-ground  option  is  estimated 
to  cost  $400  to  $500  million. 

Presidio  Army  Base 

Debate  has  begun  on  disposi¬ 
tion  of  the  Presidio  Army  Base's 
1,441  acres  of  pristine  beauty.  In 
1989  Congress  approved  closure 
of  the  base  as  part  of  a  defense 
cost-cutting  measure. 

However,  efforts  by 
Congresswomen  Barbara  Boxer 
and  Nancy  Pelosi  and  Mayor  Art 


Agnos  have  resulted  in  some  parts 
of  the  Phesidio  staying  unchanged, 
including  the  Army  operation  of 
Letterman  Army  Hospital  serving 
active  and  retired  military  person¬ 
nel  in  the  Bay  Area. 

Once  closed,  the  Presidio  auto¬ 
matically  becomes  part  of  the 
Golden  Gate  National  Recreation 
Area,  and  come  under  the  auspices 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  the 
Interior,  which  will  determine  its 
fate. 

Speculations  about  future  uses 
for  the  Presidio  include  an  interna¬ 
tional  peace  center,  classroom 
extensions  for  university  facilities 
and  a  park. 

Inner  Clement  parking 

In  August,  the  board  of  super¬ 
visors  approved  the  addition  of  49 
new  parking  spaces  for  the  con¬ 
gested  inner  Richmond  shopping 
district.  Many  merchants,  includ¬ 
ing  Greater  Clement  Street 
Merchants  Association  President 
Dexter  Clary,  called  for  passage  of 
the  measure  to  help  relieve  the 
congested  parking  situation 
hurting  some  small  businesses. 

According  to  Norman  Bray,  the 
City's  Traffic  Engineer,  the  City 
has  identified  a  need  for  80  to  100 
new  parking  spaces  in  the  Inner 
Richmond. 

Construction  of  the  new  diago¬ 
nal  spaces,  which  includes  cutting 
back  some  curbs,  is  expected  to 
begin  at  the  end  of  May  1990,  and 
continue  through  August.  The 
parking  spaces  are  planned  for 
parts  of  3rd,  4th,  5th,  8th,  9th, 


'news'  year 

lOth,  11th,  12th  and  Funston 
avenues,  near  Clement  Street. 

More  News 

There  were  many  other  news 
events  in  the  Richmond  District 
last  year,  including: 

•  Sale  of  the  138-year-old  French 
Hospital  to  Kaiser  Permanente  for 
$18  million. 

•  Sutro  Heights  Park  is  having 
habitat  studies  done  to  help  resi¬ 
dents  and  the  GGNRA  develop  a 
comprehensive,  long-term  plan  for 
care  of  the  park. 

•  The  Army  announced  plans  to 
sell  the  36.5  acre  US  Government 
Hospital  at  14th  Avenue  and  Lake 
Street.  The  Sierra  Club  has  threat¬ 
ened  to  sue,  claiming  the  land  is 
not  salable  because  it  is  part  of  the 
GGNRA. 

•  An  indoor  recreation  center  is 
plaimed  at  the  Sutro  Aimex  site  on 
19th  Avenue  near  Clement  Street. 
The  Open  Space  Program  is 
paying  most  of  the  $3  million  tab. 

•  Long-time  fishermen  at 
Fisherman's  Rock,  near  the  Cliff 
House,  learned  the  135-foot-long 
causeway  to  the  rock  was  going  to 
be  removed  by  the  GGNRA  some¬ 
time  this  year. 

•  And  as  the  '90s  begin,  some 
groups,  including  the  Friends  of 
Ocean  Beach,  are  optimistic  that 
Parcel  4,  the  vacant  lot  sloping 
from  Ocean  Beach  to  Sutro 
Heights  Park,  can  be  bought  and 
preserved  as  open  space. 

The  vacant  lot  is  located  to  the 
north  of  Parcel  3,  where  construc¬ 
tion  has  begun  to  build  110  flats. 
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MAKE  LIFE  EASIER  TODAY  BY  SOLVING  YOUR 
STORAGE  OR  SEATING  OR  DISPLAY  NEEDS  AT 
BUSVAN  FOR  BARGAINS.  WE  OFFER  EVERY  STYLE  IN 
A  WIDE  PRICE  RANGE  WITH  OVER  65,000  SQUARE 
FEET  OF  FURNITURE  VALUES,  EVERY  ITEM  BACKED  BY 
OUR  EXCLUSIVE  110%  ONE-YEAR  PRICE  GUARANTEE. 


$4950 


VERSATILE  2-SHELF  MODULAR 
UNIT  WITH  HARDWOOD  TRIM. 
58"x15”x27".  READY 
TO  ASSEMBLE. 


$1 9050 

LOVELY  DUNCAN 
PHYFE  DOUBLE- 
DROPLEAF TABLE 
IS  A  SPACE 
SAVER  THAT 
OPENS  TO  A 
ROOMY  32’’x42". 


$24050 


$1 4050 


$1 3950 

SUPER-VALUE 
WHITE  MICA 
DOOR  CHEST 
OFFERS  LOTS 
OF  STORAGE 
SPACE.  48" 
x17"x44" 

WITH  QUALITY 
CAM-LOCK 
CONSTRUCTION. 
READY  TO 
ASSEMBLE. 


OUTSTANDING  3-PIECE 
COCKTAIL-TABLE  SET 
IN  GLOWING  OAK  VENEERS 
AND  SOUDSINA 
RICH  PARQUET  PATTERN. 

$1 6050 

COMFORTABLE  MULTI-TUFTED 
SWIVEL  ROCKER  IN  A 
QUALITY  MAUVE  OR 
^  BLUE  VELVET 


EXCEPTIONALLY  DETAILED 
HALL  TREE  BY  PULASKI. 

IN  PINE  VENEERS  AND 
SOUDS.  SELECT  EITHER 
THE  DARK  OR  WASHED 
FINISH. 


$5950 


PRACTICAL 
PRINTED-FINISH 
4-DRAWER 
CHEST.  READY 
TO  ASSEMBLE 


244  Clement 
Near  4th  Avenue 
752-5353 


900  Battery 
Near  Broadway 
981-1405 


Monday-Saturday  9:3(L6  p.m. 
Sunday  Noon-6  p.m. 
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Youth  Court  seeks 
funding  to  stay  alive 


by  Laura  Jacoby/Chatham 

The  Richmond  District 
youth  court  is  seeking  "bridge" 
money  from  the  City  to  support 
the  program  until  long-term 
funding  can  be  found. 

The  money  will  be  used  to 
pay  salaries  and  office  expenses 
for  six  months,  as  well  as  help 
start  a  youth  court  program  in 
the  Ingleside  Police  District. 

Corporate  and  private 
funding  sources  are  being 
sought  to  provide  stable,  long¬ 
term  funding. 

Currently,  the  court  func¬ 
tions  under  the  auspices  of  S.F. 
Safety  Awareness  for  Everyone 
(SAra).  The  plan  depends  on 
volunteer  efforts,  many  coming 
from  the  Richmond 
Community/Police  Forum,  and 
the  students  and  teachers  from 
George  Washington  High 
School. 

Additionally,  many  public 
and  private  community  service 
groups  work  with  young 
offenders,  helping  them  com¬ 
plete  their  community  service 


sentence  requirements. 

Youth  court  is  a  sentencing 
court  for  first-time  offenders 
who  have  agreed  to  accept  a 
sentence  imposed  by  a  jury  of 
their  peers.  Once  the  sentence  is 
served,  the  offense  is  removed 
from  the  juvenile's  record. 

After  ten  months  in  opera¬ 
tion,  the  Richmond  District 
youth  court  reports  a  6  percent 
recidivism  rate,  which  is  an 
improvement  over  the  average 
youth  rate  of  20  to  30  percent. 

"The  aim  of  youth  court  is  to 
be  integrated  with  the  overall 
juvenile  delinquency  program 
in  the  City,"  said  Pat  Bell,  child 
and  youth  safety  coordinator  for 
SAFE. 

The  youth  court  is  staffed  by 
high  school  students  who  serve 
as  attorneys,  jurors  and  clerks. 
On& adult,  acting  as  a  judge,  is 
present  to  ensure  that  juvenile 
offenders'  civil  rights  are  not 
violated. 

The  Richmond  program  is 
modeled  after  a  highly  success¬ 
ful  program  in  Danville, 
California. 


Closing  of  Inner  Richmond  District 
post  office  angers  local  residents 


The  fate  of  the  Inner  Richmond 
District  Post  Office  at  461  Sixth 
Avenue  is  still  unclear  as  little  has 
been  done  since  the  October  17 
earthquake  damaged  the  building. 

According  to  US  Postal 
Service  Support  Services  Manager 
John  O'Keefe,  the  postal  service  is 
waiting  for  building  owner  Charlie 
Lum  to  repair  damages  to  the 
building  before  considering 
reopening  the  office. 

However,  Lum  says  City 
inspectors  have  looked  at  the 
building  and  said  it  appears  safe. 
They  would  not  give  it  a  com¬ 
pletely  safe  evaluation,  however, 
because  a  false  ceiling  obscures 
the  roof.  Lum  also  said  he  had  an 
architect  look  at  the  building  and 
he  did  not  find  any  damage  either. 
Lum  will  now  have  the  architect 
recommend  a  structural  engineer 
to  look  at  the  building. 

The  post  office,  meanwhile, 
will  not  say  what  their  inspection, 
originally  declaring  the  building 
unsafe,  found  in  the  way  of 
damages.  They  will  not  tell  Lum 
either,  causing  the  landlord  frus¬ 
tration,  he  says,  because  if  the  post 
office  does  not  want  to  fulfill  its 
last  year  on  a  fiv|e-year  lease,  he 
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FREE  DELIVERY 
RICHMOND/SUNSET 

3605  Balboa  St.  (at  37tli  Ave.) 
CALL  NOW 

221-9596 

’’  We  use  the  freshest  ingredients'" 


will  repair  and  remodel  the  build¬ 
ing  to  suit  another  tenant. 

Loss  of  the  post  office  means 
only  one  full-service  station  serves 
the  District's  80,000  residents, 
leaving  many  locals  angry  about 
the  lack  of  available  services. 

"It's  disgraceful  that  a  popula¬ 
tion  center  the  size  of  Berkeley  or 
San  Mateo  has  only  one  full- 
service  post  office,"  said  Platming 
Association  for  the  Richmond 
board  member  Jonathan  Bulkley. 

Richmond  resident  Paul  von 
Beroldingen  agrees. "It's  bad 
enough  that  they  closed  the  Post 
Office,  but  what's  really  irritating 
is  that  they  removed  all  the  boxes 
out  in  front." 

According  to  Lum,  the  post 
office  pays  about  $790  a  month  in 
rent  and  pays  the  building's  taxes. 
The  post  office  also  has  a  five- 
year  option  remaining  on  its  lease 
if  it  decides  to  reopen  the  site. 

Meanwhile,  the  post  office  at 
5654  Geary  Boulevard  is  picking 
up  much  of  the  slack,  while  the 


Golden  Gate  Station  at  Geary 
Boulevard  and  Parker  Avenue 
houses  some  136  portable  mail 
boxes  to  serve  customers  losing 
boxes  on  Sixth  Avenue.  Limited 
services  are  also  available  at  the 
"contract"  station  on  LaPlaya. 

-  by  Paul  Kozakiewicz 
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SYNERGY 

SCHOOL 

Grades  K-6th 
Small  Classes 

Emphasis  on  Encouragement, 
Responsibility  and 
cooperation 
Multi-Cultural 
Innovative  Programs 
Extended  Care 
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975  Grove  St. 
Near  Steiner 


Richmond  Crime 

Crime  Description  July  August  September 

Statistics 

October  November  December 

1989 

Homicide 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

0 

Rape 

3 

4 

2 

3 

2 

0 

24 

Robbery 

9 

4 

1  0 

1  4 

1  5 

1  9 

1  63 

Assault 

35 

38 

47 

44 

4  1 

30 

478 

Burglary 

66 

35 

39 

4  1 

53 

73 

71  2 

Theft  (grand  or 

petty) 

224 

187 

157 

1  55 

176 

1  1  8 

2107 

Auto  (break-ins 

or  strippings) 

95 

75 

64 

1  04 

101 

99 

960 

Other 

337 

333 

345 

325 

282 

31  2 

4.158 

Totals 

769 

686 

664 

6  8  6 

670 

6  5  1 

8,602 

John  M.  Lee,  MBA 

Real  Estate  Broker 
Century  21  Herd  &  Co. 

Specializing  In: 

•  Equity  Sharing 

•  1031  and  1034  Tax  Exchanges 

•  Special  Senior  Citizen  Services 

•  Financial  Advice 

Please  call  John  for  a  free  confidential  analysis 
of  your  personal  real  estate  situation. 

Bus.  991  -4900  Res.  387-6761 


CARPET  & 
UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANERS 


6217  California  St. 

Free  Estimates 
•  386-2240  • 

Qualily  Housecleaning  Service  also  available 


SAN  FRANCISCO  INSTITUTE  OF  ENGLISH 
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Learn  to  speak  English  fluently  and  with 
proper  pronunciation  through  our  unique 
program  based  on  the  methods  of 
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Sutro's  vision  reached  the  'heights' 

Former  City  mayor  turns  cliff-top  into  spectacular  garden 


by  Laura  Jacoby/Chatham 

Sutro  Heights  began  recorded 
life  as  a  potato  patch,  homestead¬ 
ed  in  the  1840s  by  a  man  named 
Chambers. 

In  1854,  Chambers  sold  his 
claim  to  C.C.  Butler  who  planned 
to  create  a  seaside  recreation  spot 
for  residents  of  nearby  San 
Francisco. 

Butler  then  sold  a  small  portion 
of  the  land  to  a  Mr.  Merchant, 
who  spoke  of  building  a  mansion 
overlooking  the  Pacific  Ocean. 
Merchant  built  only  a  small 
cottage,  infuriating  Butler,  who 
vowed  to  build  his  own  mansion. 
(This  would  never  happen.) 

Merchant's  cottage,  however, 
appealed  to  Samuel  Tetlow,  who 
bought  it  and  the  land  around  it. 
Tetlow  was  a  well-known  figure 


in  San  Francisco  society  and  his 
enlarged  "cottage"  soon  became  a 
popular  social  setting.  Tragedy 
struck  when  Tetlow's  beloved 
daughter  became  sick  and  died. 
Greatly  grieved  by  her  death, 
Tetlow  no  longer  wanted  to  live  at 
the  cottage. 

About  that  time  -  March  2, 
1881,  to  be  exact  -  Adolph  Sutro 
and  his  daughter,  Emma,  were  out 
riding  one  day  when  they  saw 
Tetlow’s  cottage.  Struck  by  the 
beauty  of  the  land  and  ocean, 
Sutro  soon  made  a  deal  to  pur¬ 
chase  the  cottage  with  the  one  and 
one-half  acres  surrounding  it. 

Sutro,  a  Prussian  immigrant, 
had  come  to  California  in  1850. 
He  made  his  fortune  with  the 
"Sutro  timnel"  (a  ventilated  mining 
shaft).  Originally  educated  as  an 
engineer,  Sutro  would  later  serve 


one  term  (1895-1897)  as  mayor  of 
San  Francisco. 

The  cottage  and  land  were  just 
the  first  of  many  purchases  Sutro 
would  make  along  the  ocean  front 
and  throughout  the  Bay  Area.  (At 
one  point,  Sutro  owned  one- 
twelfth  the  acreage  of  San 
Francisco.) 

Sutro  made  very  few  changes 
to  Tetlow's  cottage,  choosing 
instead  to  develop  the  gardens, 
which  he  planned  to  open  to  the 
public. 

In  1885,  "Sutro  Heights"  was 
opened  to  the  public  with  only  one 
restriction  -  that  picnic  baskets  be 
left  with  the  gatekeeper.  The 
entrance  gate,  a  massive  Gothic 
structure,  flanked  by  two  reclining 
lions,  was  the  first  of  many 
wonders  in  the  park. 

Winding  walkways  passed 
elaborate  floral  designs  created 
with  living  plants  laid  out  in  geo¬ 
metric  patterns.  The  rosarium 
alone  contained  several  hundred 
varieties  of  roses. 

A  huge  glass  conservatory 
sheltered  exotic  plants  from 
coastal  wind  and  fog.  The  flooring 
(a  few  tiles  of  which  remain  in  the 
park)  was  an  optical  illusion 
design  of  black  and  white. 

Sutro  also  filled  his  park  with 
statuary  that  he  had  shipped  over 
from  Europe  for  San  Franciscans 
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"Give  me  a  call  for  a  free  initial  consultation." 

870  Market  St.,  Suite  760 
291-8511 


If  you  think  you're  just  overweight 
take  this  test: 


IDo  you  have  to  catch  your  breath 
•  after  climbing  stairs?  Yes — Ho — 
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•  tie  your  shoes?  Yes —  rto — 


3. 

4. 


Do  you  have  trouble  keeping  up  with 
your  kids  in  the  park?  Yes —  rio — 


Does  going  to  the  beach  make  you 
feel  uncomfortable?  Yes —  Ho — 
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you  may  be  defined  as  medically  obese.  If  you  want 
to  take  weight  off  and  learn  to  maintain  your  new  weight, 
we  urge  you  to  call  The  OFTlEAST®  Program -the  hospital- 
based  medical  weight  management  program  that 
succeeds... because  it  combines  our  medical,  nutritional 
and  behavior  modification  professionals  with  your  own 
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The  first  step  is  the  easiest.  To  attend  our  free  OPTlFAST 
Orientation  Session,  Just  call  us.  We  re  ready  to  help. 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital  and  Medical  Center 

e  ,989Sando. .utn.ion co.pcaMon  450  Stapyan  Stfcet,  San  Francisco 
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Tax  and  Bookkeeping  Corp. 

Same  day  service  on  most  returns 
Call  George  Nixon,  Amy  Buck  or  Anne  Knight 
6033  Geary  Blvd.  387-6980 

Serving  the  Richmond  since  1972 
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Mayor  Sutro  stands  in  front  of  his  home  in  about  1886. 


to  enjoy,  and,  he  hoped,  to  learn 
from. 

Sutro's  ultimate  dream  was  to 
build  a  library  and  museum  amidst 
his  gardens  where  scholars  could 
relax  from  their  academic  labors. 

Although  this  dream  was  never 
realized,  Sutro's  park  was  a 
popular  attraction  and  Sutro 
planned  his  daily  schedule  to 
allow  for  meeting  people  who 
visited  his  gardens. 

Among  the  many  famous 
people  who  came  to  visit  were 
author  Oscar  Wilde  and  industrial- 
ist/philanthropist  Andrew 
Carnegie.  Benjamin  Harrison, 
then  president,  visited  in  1891. 

After  Sutro's  death  in  1898,  his 
daughter  Emma  lived  in  Sutro 
Heights  until  her  death  in  1938,  at 
which  time  the  park  passed  to  the 
City.  The  cottage  and  stables, 
along  with  the  conservatory  and  a 
watchtower,  were  all  razed  by  the 
City  in  1939.  The  gardens  were 


left  untended. 

The  statues  gradually  disap- 
fteared  as  it  became  sport  to  knock 
over  or  steal  them.  Of  all  the 
statues  once  gracing  the  grounds 
and  cliff  side,  only  four  remain. 

The  lions  can  still  be  seen  at 
the  entrance  to  Sutro  Heights  on 
48th  Avenue  and  Point  Lobos 
Road.  As  well,  an  um,  a  gazelle, 
and  a  statue  of  Diana  with  a  stag 
now  share  the  grounds  with  the 
replica  of  a  Victorian  gazebo 
known  in  Sutro's  time  as  the  "Well 
House." 

The  Golden  Gate  National 
Recreation  Area  acquired  Sutro 
Heights  and  the  surrounding  area 
in  1977.  Guided  tours  of  the  park 
are  now  offered  regularly.  The 
overwhelming  beauty  of  the  ocean 
seen  from  the  cliff  top  remains 
unchanged,  but  the  magnificence 
of  Sutro's  vision  exists  only  in 
captioned  photographs  on  display 
at  the  Cliff  House  Visitor  Center. 
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For  All  Your  Real  Estate  Needs, 

Ask  For  Ryan  Hill  and  Paul  Sikorski 
At  922-7100 


PROPERTY  RECENTLY  SOLD  BY  RYAN  AND  PAUL 
11TH  AVE.ATANZA  $470,000  3  BR,  2  1/2  BA,  REMODELED 
5TH  AVE.  AT  BALBOA  $430,000  3  BR,  1  1/4  BA,  WITH  INLAW 
3RD  AVE.  AT  CLEMENT  $382,000  4  BR,  2  1/2  BA,  FIXER  UPPER 
48TH  AVE  AT  CABRILLO  $280,000  3  BR  1  BA,  OCEAN  VIEW 


We  are  a  team  specializing 
in  Richmond  District  properties 


The  Asian  American  Theater  presents  the  world  premiere  of 


A  comedy/drama  by  Wayman  Wong  Directed  by  Marc  Hayashi 


Opens;  Wed.,  Jan.  17  For  Reservations  Caii 

751-2600 

403  Arguello  Bivd.  at  Ciement  Street 


Tickets; 
$13.00 
&  15.00 
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Richmond  'Zoo '  breeds  wild  laughter 


by  John  Cantu 

Johnny  Carson  owes  it  a  debt  of 
gratitude,  as  does  David 
Letterman.  Not  to  mention  Arsenio 
Hall  and  Pat  Sajak,  and  the  casting 
director  for  Saturday  Night  Live. 
It's  the  uniquely  named  Holy  City 
Zoo,  San  Francisco's  longest 
running  comedy  club  and  the 
nation's  fourth  oldest.  It  has  pro¬ 
duced  more  televised  showcased 
comics  than  any  other  club  in  the 
Bay  Area. 

Included  among  the  Zoo's 
alumni  are  a  raft  of  television  vet¬ 
erans.  Besides  the  most  famous 
graduate,  Robin  Williams,  the  list 
includes  Mike  Dugan,  Michael 
Pritchard,  Kevin  Meany  ("Tonight 
Show");  Rob  Schneider  and  Will 
Durst  ("Late  Night  With  David 
Letterman");  Bobby  Slayton 
(Arsenio  Hall);  and  Dexter 
Madison  (Pat  Sajak  Show). 

Not  to  mention  Paula 
Poundstone  (Evening  At  The 
Improv);  Jeremy  Kramer,  Carrie 
Snow,  Dr.  Gonzo  ("Comedy 
Tonight");  Dana  Carvey,  Nora 
Dunn,  and  A.  Whitney  Brown 
("Saturday  Night  Live"  regulars). 

And  don't  forget  former 
"Tonight  Show"  writer  Tom 
Finnigan  (pictured  with  Johnny 
Carson  on  front  page)  who  bar- 
tended  at  the  Zoo  as  well. 

The  Zoo's  tremendous  influence 
is  belied  by  its  unimposing 
Clement  Street  exterior.  Walking 
by,  you  have  little  evidence  of  its 
importance  in  the  comedy  world.  It 
shares  a  stark  wood  facade  with 
(and  is  virtually  overshadowed  by) 
its  next-door  neighbor,  the  Last 
Day  Saloon. 

The  shoebox-size  interior  also 
gives  little  clue  to  its  importance. 
Probably  the  most  common  reac¬ 


Comlcs  who  have  performed  at  the  'Zoo'  Include  (L  to  R)  John  Cantu,  Jose  Simon,  Mike 
Pritchard,  Robin  Williams,  Denny  Johnston,  A.  Whitney  Brown  and  Bobby  Slayton. 


tion  from  newcomers  is:  "It's  tiny 
and  cramped  and  only  serves  beer 
and  wine?  This  is  the  famous  Holy 
City  Zoo?" 

The  room  may  be  only  10  feet 
wide  and  100  feet  long  with  a 
seating  capacity  of  78,  but  this  is 
the  club  that  begat  comedy  in  the 
Bay  Area  and  is  used  as  a  major 
network  audition  room  eight  to  12 
times  yearly  (with  those  shows 
open  to  the  public). 

The  Zoo  is  credited  as  a  major 
influence  for  the  national  comedy 
boom  that  began  in  1979  when 
"Playboy"  magazine  did  a  seven- 
page  article  on  the  club's  concept 
of  an  all-comedy  club.  Several 
club  owners  around  the  country 
used  that  article  as  the  blueprint 
for  their  own  clubs  and  now  it's 
hard  to  to  find  a  town  across  the 
land  that  doesn't  have  some  form 
of  a  comedy  venue. 

It  all  started  back  in  1975  when 
Daryl  Victor  Dubin,  a  budding 
comedian,  meandered  into  the  Zoo 
one  evening  and  saw  a  perfor¬ 
mance  by  Zania,  a  belly  dancer 
featured  every  Wednesday.  Smitten 
by  her  sinewy  good  looks,  Dubin 
quickly  invented  a  reason  to  be 
there  on  a  regular  basis. 


"Give  me  the  stage  during  the 
time  between  Zania's  sets  and  I'll 
persuade  my  comedian  friends  to 
perform  for  exposure,"  he 
promised  the  owner,  who  agreed  to 
the  deal.  Thus  was  bom  the  San 
Francisco  comedy  boom. 

Within  a  few  weeks,  more 
people  were  coming  to  see  comedy 
than  belly  dancing.  The  owner 
decided  to  open  Sunday  as  an  all- 
comedy  open-mike  night.  Within  a 
few  months,  Tuesday  -  another 
slow  night  -  was  added  as  an  all¬ 
comedy  night.  Monday  nights, 
which  traditionally  had  been  a 
hootenanny  open-mike  night,  were 
changed,  alternating  comedians 
with  singers  in  an  effort  to  bolster 
a  sagging  attendance.  Within  six 
months,  Monday  became  an  all¬ 
comedy  night. 

In  a  couple  of  years,  the  Zoo 
was  the  hangout  for  performers 
like  Williams,  Poundstone, 
Pritchard,  Snow,  Meany,  Barry 
Sobel,  and  Bob  Sarlatte.  Often 
comics  would  stop  by  to  do  free 
guest  shows  before  or  after  they 
headed  out  to  paying  gigs. 

Television  producer,  George 
Schlatter,  made  Los  Angeles  aware 
of  the  quality  performers  at  the 
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Zoo  when  he  cast  Robin  Williams, 
Jim  Giovanni,  Bill  Rafferty,  and 
Toad  The  Mime  for  the  "New 
Laugh-In  Show. 

The  comedy  club  has  not  wit¬ 
nessed  all  good  news,  however.  In 
the  mid-eighties,  bad  management 
caused  a  serious  erosion  of  busi¬ 
ness.  One  management  team 
almost  put  the  club  under  with  a 
garish  decorating  overhaul  and  a 
name  change  to  the  universally 
detested  "Ha  Ha-A-Go  Go."  (Even 
Herb  Caen  wrote  "Ha-Ha-A-Go- 
Go  must-a-go  go!") 

Fortunately,  about  four  years 
ago,  the  club  was  co-purchased  by 
comedian  headliner,  Jim  Samuels, 
and  his  manager.  Bob  Fisher.  They 
eliminated  the  garish  doodads, 
revived  the  'Holy  City  Zoo'  name 
and  refocused  on  the  Zoo's  core 
strength  -  being  the  club  where 
comics  develop  and  learn  their 


craft  and  where  professional 
comics  return  to  pay  homage  by 
performing  for  free  or  below  their 
market  rate.  Owners  Samuels  and 
Fisher,  along  with  manager,  Becky 
Erwin,  do  an  admirable  job  of 
keeping  this  comedy  institution 
afloat. 

Probably  the  most  commonly 
asked  question  is:  "How  did  the 
Zoo  get  its  name?"  While  it  sounds 
apocryphal,  the  following  is  the 
true  story.  In  1970,  the  original 
owner  was  getting  his  club  ready 
to  open.  Driving  back  from  a  Los 
Angeles  business  trip,  he  stopped 
for  lunch  in  a  small  Santa  Cruz 
Mountain  town  named  Holy  City. 

Due  to  financial  woes,  the  city's 
leaders  were  closing  the  municipal 
zoo  and  having  a  going-out-of- 
business  sale  of  the  tables  and 
chairs  in  the  zoo's  cafe. 

The  owner  bought  them  and,  as 
he  paid  for  his  purchases,  he 
started  to  balk,  saying, 

"Wait  a  minute.  I've  spent  too 
much  money.  I  still  need  a  couple 
of  hundred  dollars  to  hire  a  sign 
painter."  The  zookeeper,  a  shrewd 
negotiator,  said,  "Sign?  You  need  a 
sign?  Here,  we're  out  of  business. 
Take  ours."  The  owner  decided  to 
save  $2(X)  on  a  sign  and  registered 
the  name  already  on  the  sign  he 
had  been  given:  The  Holy  City 
Zoo.  The  rest  is  comedy  history. 

And  that's  a  brief  history  of  the 
place  that  launched  a  thousand 
quips. 
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Opinion  * 


Mayor  Art  Agnos 

New  department  to 
tackle  traffic  and 
parking  probiems 


During  the  1980s,  San 
Franciscans  witnessed  dete¬ 
riorating  traffic  and  parking 
conditions.  Convinced  that  part  of 
the  problem  stemmed  from  the 
uncoordinated  approach  the  City 
took  toward  traffic  control,  I 
strongly  supported  a  ballot 
measure  that  would  allow  us  to 
bring  all  traffic  matters  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  a  single  department. 

Proposition  D,  sponsored  by 
Supervisor  Harry  Britt,  called  for 
creation  of  a  new  Department  of 
Traffic  and  Parking.  It  was  passed 
by  the  voters  in  November. 

Last  year  my  administration 
worked  to  remove  various  bureau- 
cratic  roadblocks  to  the  new 
department.  In  June,  I  appointed  a 
five-member  Parking  and  Traffic 
Commission  to  replace  the  Parking 
Authority  whose  jurisdiction  had 
been  limited  to  management  of 
City-owned  parking  garages  and 
the  off-street  parking  fund. 

The  new  commission  will 
oversee  management  of  all  off- 
street  parking  functions,  including 
lots  run  by  the  Recreation  and  Park 
Department,  the  Port  and  the 
Redevelopment  Agency. 

The  Traffic  and  Parking 
Commission  conducted  a  nation¬ 
wide  search  to  find  the  best  possi¬ 
ble  candidate  to  head  that  depart¬ 
ment.  This  month  Rina  Cutler  will 
come  on  board  to  serve  as  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  department, 
which  we  expect  to  be  fully  func¬ 
tional  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  new  department  will  cen¬ 
tralize  management  of  all  City  off- 
street  parking  lots,  residential 
permit  parking,  traffic  signs, 
signals,  parking  meters  and  curb 
marking.  It  will  have  jurisdiction 
over  the  City's  56  traffic  engineers 
and  215  parking  control  officers. 

Creation  of  the  new  department 
does  not  alter  the  City’s  mass 
transit-first  policy.  We  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  improve  Muni,  and  proceed 
with  plans  extepding  public  transit 
routes  into  Mission  Bay  and  along 
the  Embarcadero  to  Fisherman’s 
Wharf. 


But  we  also  recognize  that  the 
vitality  of  neighborhood  shopping 
streets  requires  adequate  access  by 
auto,  as  well  as  by  foot  and 
(public)  transit.  Active  neighbor¬ 
hood  commercial  sectors  are  key 
components  of  the  small  business 
community  that  contributes  so 
much  to  our  economic  base.  The 
availability  of  neighborhood 
serving  shops  is  also  an  essential 
quality-of-life  factor  for  local  resi¬ 
dents. 

Given  the  small  size  of  our  city 
and  the  large  number  of  automo¬ 
bile  owners,  it  is  not  physically 
possible  to  provide  a  parking  space 
for  every  driver  when  and  where 
he  or  she  wants  it.  That  means 
time  limits  on  parking  meters, 
which  must  be  vigorously  enforced 
to  be  effective,  will  continue  to  be 
a  way  of  life.  Most  motorists 
understand  that  rules  must  be 
established  and  obeyed.  The  new 
Traffic  and  Parking  Department 
will  dedicate  itself  to  making  the 
rules  logical  and  enforcement 
fair. 

Recently  I  refused  to  sign 
"Denver  Boot"  legislation  intro¬ 
duced  by  Supervisor  Tom  Hsieh. 
The  boot  is  a  heavy  metal  clamp 
that  locks  onto  the  back  wheel  of  a 
vehicle  to  prevent  it  from  being 
driven.  Supervisor  Hsieh  main¬ 
tained  that  imposition  of  the  boot 
on  vehicles  with  10  or  more 
unpaid  parking  tickets  would  raise 
revenues  for  the  City. 

I,  however,  want  all  new 
parking  enforcement  proposals 
evaluated  by  the  new  Traffic  and 
Parking  Commission.  Evaluation 
of  the  boot  should  include  consid¬ 
eration  of  the  negative  impact  that 
locking  overtime  or  illegally 
parked  cars  in  place  might  have  on 
traffic  flow. 

Improving  revenue  collection  is 
not  the  primary  goal  of  the  Traffic 
and  Parking  Department.  The 
department’s  primary  goal  is  to 
improve  parking  opportunities  and 
traffic  flow,  which,  in  turn,  will 
improve  the  quality  of  life  in  our 
neighborhoods. 
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931-9133 


Dana  Perrigan 


Don’t  get  the  wrong  idea;  I’m  not  the  kind  of 
guy  who  goes  around  feeling  sorry  for 
everyone  with  a  hard-luck  story  up  their 
tattered  sleeve. 

While  it’s  true  that  -  during  my  younger  and 
more  impressionable  years  - 1  lent  my  ear  and 
spare  change  indiscriminately,  times  have 
changed.  I  have  changed. 

After  voluntarily  subjecting  myself  to  the  ine¬ 
briated  ramblings  of  winos  and  derelicts  for  a 
period  of  time,  I  made  an  imj)ortant  discovery. 
Like  everything  else,  the  human  heart  has  its 
limits.  It  can  take  only  so  much  sorrow  and  pain 
and  boredom.  Then,  quite  naturally,  it  rebels. 

Good  panhandlers  know  this.  They  know  that 
most  people  don’t  want  to  hear  the  story  of  their 
lives.  They  get  to  the  bottom  line  right  away  -  an 
open  palm  and  a  pleading  glance.  I  reward  their 
brevity.  Money,  ^ter  all,  is  often  the  gift  with  the 
least  strings  attached. 

But  I  have  made  another  discovery.  The 
human  heart  contains  another  instinct  Once  the 
basic  requirements  of  survival  have  been  accom¬ 
plished,  it  wants  to  make  a  difference  -  to  put 
something  back,  to  do  something  for  the  common 
good  of  this  bruised  and  bleeding  planet 

It  was  this  instinct  -  admittedly,  weak  -  which 
prompted  me  to  become  an  M-2  sponsor. 
Committing  to  visit  a  prisoner  once  a  month  for  a 
year  didn’t  seem  too  great  a  sacrifice  for  someone 
whose  major  responsibility,  outside  of  work,  was 
the  consistent  feeding  of  a  bent-eared  cat  named 
Biff. 

So  I  filled  out  the  forms  and  delivered  them  to 
Chico  Daniels,  then-director  of  the  Match-2 
Program  for  the  Vacaville  area. 

"Are  there  any  prisoners  you  would  not  want 
to  be  matched  with?"  said  Daniels. 

I  thought  for  a  moment,  trying  to  be  as  honest 
with  myself  as  I  possibly  could. 

"Child  molesters,"  I  said. 

"Anyone  else?" 

"Rapists,"  I  said,  "I  don't  want  to  be  matched 
with  a  rapist." 

"If  you  say  you  don't  want  to  be  matched  with 
a  murderer,"  said  Daniels,  "then  I’m  afraid  we’re 
out  of  luck." 

I  made  yet  another  discovery.  The  act  of 


_ k 

murder,  however  terrible,  was  less  heinous  in  my 
book  than  the  mutilation  of  a  child's  spirit.  Or 
rape. 

A  year  ago,  Daniels  matched  me  with  a  prison¬ 
er.  I’ll  call  him  Ben.  Waiting  to  meet  Ben  for  the 
first  time  in  the  visiting  room  at  CMF  South,  I 
remember  thinking  how  it  was  a  little  like  a  blind 
date.  Neither  of  us  knew  what  we  were  going  to 
get. 

What  I  got  was  a  guy  dressed  in  jeans  and  red 
shirt,  whose  movements  were  as  slow  and  delib¬ 
erate  as  his  speech.  His  eyes  were  veiled  behind 
the  reflection  of  the  ceiling  lights  on  his  glasses. 

According  to  the  form  Daniels  had  given  me, 
Ben  was  my  age,  Uked  jazz,  chess  and  philoso¬ 
phizing  about  life.  He  was  black,  had  grown  up  in 
a  Detroit  ghetto,  moved  to  San  Francisco,  gotten 
into  drugs  and  killed  a  man.  He  had  spent  the  last 
eight  years  of  his  life  behind  bars. 

What  he  got  was  a  guy  who  had  grown  up  in  a 
predominantly  white,  blue-collar  suburb  of  San 
Francisco,  liked  sports,  movies,  jazz  and  books. 

In  his  youth,  he  had  gotten  into  trouble  and,  if 
things  had  gone  differently,  could  easily  have 
ended  up  on  the  other  side  of  the  table. 

I  asked  Ben  why  he  wanted  me  to  visit  him. 

He  told  me  there  were  things  he  could  tell  me  that 
he  couldn't  share  with  his  fellow  inmates. 

"In  prison,"  he  said,  "you  don't  show  weak¬ 
ness." 

In  the  beginning,  the  visits  were  hard  to  make. 
After  work,  the  last  thing  I  felt  like  doing  was 
going  through  the  time-consuming  hassle  of 
gaining  entry  to  the  prison.  Usually,  it  took  an 
hour  before  we  hooked  up  together  in  the  visiting 
room. 

Later,  something  began  to  happen.  As  time 
went  by,  I  got  more  and  more  out  of  our  visits. 

Our  conversations  became  the  natural  meander- 
ings  that  take  place  between  people  who  trust  and 
like  one  another.  Instead  of  visiting  Ben  out  of 
obligation,  I  visited  him  because  he  was  my 
fiiend. 

In  the  process  of  becoming  fnends  with  Ben,  I 
relearned  an  old  lesson:  You  remember,  the  one 
about  how  you  usually  wind  up  getting  exactly 
what  you  give. 


The  catchall 


Paul  Kozakiewicz,  editor 


in  the  coming  months,  we’re 
going  to  be  doing  more  in- 
depth  reporting.  We  want  to 
tell  you  where  to  get  the  best 
prices  on  gasoline,  auto  repairs, 
groceries,  banking  services  (com¬ 
mercial  as  well  as  savings  and 
loans),  video  tapes,  furniture,  and 
the  like. 

And  to  help  get  the  news  out 
every  month,  we  are  now  deliver¬ 
ing  the  Review  door  to  door  to 
about  half  the  Richmond  District’s 
homes.  Households  not  getting 
the  local  paper  delivered  any 
given  month  will  still  be  able  to 
pick  one  up  at  the  nearly  200  mer¬ 
chant  and  rack  locations  through¬ 
out  the  Richmond,  Laurel  and 
Presidio  Heights. 

Eventually  we  hope  to  deliver 
to  the  entire  Richmond  District 
every  month. 

Additionally,  we’re  looking  for 
a  super  salesperson  to  help  with 
display  advertising  sales.  There 
could  be  a  profit  sharing  plan  for 
the  right  person.  If  your  the  right 


stuff,  give  me  a  call  at  221-4228  to 
set  up  an  interview. 

Scrooge  of  the  year  honors 

Ron  Ely,  manager  of  the 
Safeway  on  LaPlaya,  wins  the 
Scrooge  of  the  year  award  for 
hauling  the  Review’s  newsrack  to 
the  dump.  Ely  rescinded  permis¬ 
sion  for  the  rack  (after  serving 
Richmond  shoppers  there  for  over 
a  year)  and  ordered  its  removal 
without  so  much  as  a  courtesy  call 
to  us  to  remove  it.  We're  billing 
Safeway  for  the  rack. 


Correction 

A  profile  of  Polish  poet 
Adam  Lizakowski  in  the 
December  issue  of  the  ReView 
named  the  poet  as  a  founder  of 
the  Polish  literary  magazine 
Razem,  which  was  founded  by 
the  magazine's  current  editor 
Krzysztof  Wazner  in  1985.  The 
Review  regrets  the  error. 


Meanwhile,  for  the  300  or  so 
shoppers  who  pick  up  their  local 
paper  there  every  month,  we  will 
try  to  get  another  rack  there  as 
soon  as  possible.  But  look  for  it  to 
be  located  on  City  property  this 
time. 

The 

Richmond 
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Innovative  financing  spurs  new  reai  estate  options 


John  M.  Lee 


As  we  began  the  decade  of 
the  1990s,  we  are  confront¬ 
ed  with  the  question:  How  - 
are  we  going  to  solve  the  problem 
of  affordable  housing  in  San 
Francisco? 

We  have  seen  real  estate  prices 
jump  to  record  levels  in  the  past 
two  years;  and  we  have  seen  a  sta¬ 
bilization  of  prices  in  1989. 

Most  people  concur  that  the 
high  appreciation  years  are  behind 
us  now  and  real  estate  will  go 
back  to  a  normal  rate  of  apprecia¬ 
tion. 

To  see  where  the  real  estate 
market  will  go,  we  will  have  to 
examine  the  past  to  determine  the 
future.  The  last  few  years'  data 
indicate  that  appreciation  is  due 
primarily  to  three  factors: 

1.  Lower  interest  rate 

2.  More  dual-income  families 

3.  Investors 

All  three  factors  are  related  to 
affordability.  In  1989,  when  we 
witnessed  a  slow-down  in  real 
estate  activity,  these  three  factors 
were  still  present.  Interest  rates 
were  the  lowest  they  had  been  in 
the  last  three  years.  There  were 
the  same  number  of  dual-income 
families,  if  not  more.  There  were 
many  investors  with  money  who 
wanted  to  invest  in  real  estate. 

Then  why  the  slow-down?  The 
answer,  I  believe,  is  high  real 
estate  prices  or  affordability. 
Many  families  could  afford  the 
monthly  payments,  but  not  the 
standard  20  percent  down 
payment.  For  a  typical  house  in 
the  Richmond  District,  that  down 
payment  meant  $80,000  to 
$100,000. 


Then,  regarding  real  estate 
investors  who  have  money  -  they 
either  have  to  put  up  a  large  50  to 
60  percent  down  payment  or  be 
faced  with  a  large  negative  cash 
flow.  Given  this  choice,  they 
usually  choose  to  invest  their 
money  in  other  assets.  Their  atti¬ 
tude  is  "why  should  I  invest  all 
that  money  to  worry  about  man¬ 
agement,  vacancies,  and  tenant 
problems?" 

We  have  to  solve  these  prob¬ 
lems  before  real  estate  prices  have 
another  significant  increase. 

Some  people  look  at  this  data 
and  predict  that  real  estate  prices 
will  drop.  Recent  articles  in 
Barron  and  the  Wall  Street  Journal 
predict  tumbling  real  estate  prices 
which  could  affect  California. 
However,  people  have  been  pre¬ 
dicting  that  for  the  last  two  years. 

What  we  have  experienced  is 
that  prices  in  San  Francisco  have 
stabilized,  but  not  decreased  sig¬ 
nificantly.  We  can  look  at  historic 
trends,  which  indicate  an  average 
appreciation  of  15  percent  in  the 
City  over  the  last  20  years.  We  can 
look  at  the  early  1980s  when  the 
prime  rate  was  over  20  percent, 
and  mortgages  were  at  18  percent, 
and  see  that  real  estate  prices  did 
not  decrease. 

We  also  can  argue  that 
California  has  a  strong,  diversified 
economy,  with  a  predicted  strong 
population  growth  over  the  fore¬ 
seeable  future,  which  will  lead  to 
rfeal  estate  appreciation. 

As  we  study  the  trends,  we 
come  to  a  realization  that  San 
Francisco  real  estate  prices  do 
have  a  cycle,  but  it  is  not  one  of  a 


roller  coaster  curve  or  a  sine  curve 
(where  we  have  peaks  and 
valleys),  but  one  which  looks 
more  like  a  side  of  a  mountain 
with  upgrades  and  flat  portions. 

I  believe  that  San  Francisco 
real  estate  is  on  the  flat  part  now, 
plotting  a  new  strategy  to  scale  the 
next  upgrade.  How  long  we  are 
going  to  be  on  this  flat  part  is  any¬ 
one's  guess.  But  now  is  the  perfect 
time  to  evaluate  your  real  estate 
investments  to  determine  where 
you  need  to  position  yourself  to 
take  advantage  of  the  next  uprise. 

In  the  1980s,  1031  exchanges, 
adjustable  rate  mortgages,  and 
wrap-around  financing  led  the 
way  to  changes  in  real  estate.  In 
the  1990s,  we  will  see  ways,  such 
as  equity  sharing,  to  solve  our 
affordability  problems.  More 
innovative  loan  programs  lead  the 
way  in  real  estate. 

I  offer  the  following  advice  for 
people  interested  in  real  estate. 

Homeowners 

Now  is  the  time  to  evaluate 
whether  you  have  enough  space  in 
your  home  to  accommodate  your 
family  growth  over  the  next  five 


years.  If  not,  this  is  possibly  the 
best  time  to  move  up  as  there  is 
much  inventory  and  many  avail¬ 
able  low-interest  loans. 

If  your  home  is  too  large,  con¬ 
sider  trading  down  to  a  smaller 
home.  If  you  are  over  55,  remem¬ 
ber  to  take  advantage  of  the  one 
time  $125,000  tax  exemption,  or 
AB  60  and  AB  90,  where  you  can 
maintain  the  same  property  tax 
base  if  you  trade  down  to  a  home 
of  equal  or  lesser  value. 

H  you  have  an  adjustable  loan, 
it  might  be  time  to  refinance  for  a 
lower  fixed  interest  rate  loan  as 
there  are  many  attractive  programs 
available. 

Investors 

This  is  the  year  to  evaluate 
your  real  estate  investments  and 
position  yourself  for  the  long 
term.  Congress  has  looked  at  1031 
tax  exchange  proposals  the  last 
few  years  ranging  from  eliminat¬ 
ing  them,  sheltering  only  a  portion 
of  the  gain,  to  narrowing  the  defi¬ 
nition  of  "like  kind." 

Fortunately,  the  exchange  rules 
stayed  pretty  much  intact  this  year. 
However,  look  for  them  to  change 


in  the  near  future.  Therefore,  if 
you  are  looking  to  exchange  your 
property,  do  so  this  year. 

Unfortunately,  Congress  did 
not  pass  the  bill  lowering  capital 
gains  tax.  Therefore,  capital  gains 
are  still  taxed  at  the  ordinary  gains 
tax  rate,  making  the  1031  tax 
exchanges  much  much  more 
important. 

Look  for  opportunities  in  the 
equity-sharing  area,  as  this 
method  of  investing  will  become 
more  important  in  the  1990s,  and 
will  help  the  affordability  issue. 
This  involves  investing  in  a  prop¬ 
erty,  getting  the  depreciation  bene¬ 
fits,  but  not  having  to  worry  about 
vacancies,  management,  mainte¬ 
nance,  and  cash  flow.  I  will  devote 
a  column  to  this  topic  next  month. 

Renters 

Look  for  opportunities  in 
"lease  with  option  to  buy"  proper¬ 
ties  and  equity  sharing.  Both  will 
provide  a  way  of  home  ownership. 
Equity  sharing  will  allow  you  to 
obtain  some  of  the  tax  benefits  of 
home  ownership  now  and  provide 
an  avenue  to  tr^e  up  to  your  own 
home  in  the  future. 


FAMILY  FITNESS  •  FUN  •  SELF  DEFENSE 


Kick  Off  the  SO’s  at 

Richmond  District's  Largest  Martial  Arts  Center 
with  Weight  Training  Facilities 

KUIMG  FU  &  TAI  CHI 

The  Ultimate  Mental  &  Physical  Fitness  Program 
Increased  Energy  •  Greater  Flexibility  •  Reduce  Stress  •  Positive  Attitude 

CLASSES  AfOW  FTOMINO 
KIDS  *  TEENS  *  A£»JLT8 

752-0791 

TAT  WONG  RUNG  FU  ACADEMY 
29Q1 Clement  St.  (at  3()th  AvenuelSan  Francisco.  CA  94121 


Christian  Science 
Churches 
in  San  Francisco 


Sermon  for  Sunday 
January  14, "Sacrament" 

"...be  thou  an  example  of  the 
believers,  in  word,  in  conversation,  in 
charity,  in  sjHrit,  in  faith,  in  purity. " 

California/Franklin  Sts.  11  a.m. 
655  Dolores  -  English  1 0  a.m. 
655  Dolores  -  Spanish  11 :30  a.m 
1250  Haight  St.  11  a.m. 

300  Funston  at  Clement  10  a.m 
450  O'Farrell  St.  11  a.m. 

1984  Great  Highway  9:30  a.m. 

175  Junipero  S«rra  Blvd.  11  am  &  8  pm 
3030  Judah  at  36th  Ave.  10:30  a.m. 

Visitors  are 
aiways  welcome 
every  Sunday 


FINE  FURNITURE 

ANTIQUES 


RESTORATION 

SERVICE 

RICHMOND 

WOODS 

386-3636 
140  BALBOA 
T-SAT12-6 


This  space  could  be 
yours  for  a  poultry 
$48  a  month* 

The  Richmond  ReView  delivers  21,000  copies  throughout  the  Richmond 
District,  Laurel  and  Presidio  Heists.  That  comes  to  l/5«  per  household 
to  deliver  your  important  business  information  to  consumers. 

Gall  221-4228  tod^  for  details. 

"Price  based  on  2  month  run 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING 


For  Sale 


Fish  Market:  California  Street  at 
17th  Avenue.  Call  386-1615  from 
1 0  a.m.  to  7  p.m. 


Health 


Recovery  tape  lines;  Free 


support  messages  for  recovering 
addicts.  Two  lines,  two  messages. 
Call  751  -5390  and  751  -0241 . 


Host  Families 


Host  Families  Wanted;  Convert 
your  spare  bedroom  into  cash  and 
help  a  foreign  student  adjust  to 
America.  The  S.F.  Institute  of 


English,  221  -9200 


Miscellaneous 


Contingency  legal  representative 
services  wanted  for  California 
Superior  and  Municipal  courts. 
Share  percentage.  Contact:  David 
Fallon,  P.O.  Box  6594,  S.F.,  CA 
94101-6594 


BUSINESS  SERVICES 


Child  Care 


The  Right  School  for  your  child 
Openings  for  2,3,4  year  olds. 
Loving,  caring  environment,  full 
day  care  available.  Call  Cecilia,  St. 
James  Early  Education  Center. 
752-8258 


Comedy 


Comedy,  Comedy,  Comedy 
John  Cantu  is  now  giving  stand-up 


comedy  and  comedy  writing 
classes.  Call  541-5608  tor  more 
information. 


Housekeeping 


Reliable,  Bonded  Housekeeper 
Would  like  to  come  to  your  home 
and  keep  it  clean.  $1 0/hour.  Ret. 
Call  Mardi  665-5447  (6-10  p.m.) 


Musicians 


TWo  of  Us:  Experienced  jazz  duo 


available  tor  parties,  weddings  and 
most  occasions.  Jimmy  Parker, 
piano;  Eddie  Adams,  base.  Call 
334-0925  between  11  a.m  -  4  p.m. 


Photography 


Freelance  Photographer: 
Specializing  in  editorial  and 
documentary  photography,  as  well 
as  private  parties.  Reasonable 
rates.  Call  f^illip  Liborio  Gangl  at 
333-1760  tor  more  information. 


Send  us  your  classified  or  business  service  listing 

Classified  ads,  up  to  25  words,  cost  $5  per  monthly  listing.  Business  Services  ads,  up 
to  25  words,  cost  $15  per  month.  Double  rates  for  double  space.  All  ads  must  be  pre¬ 
paid  and  mailed  to  the  Richmond  ReView  office  by  the  22nd  of  the  month.  Mail  tc 

The  Richmond  ReView,  P.  O.  Box  590596,  S.  F.,  CA  941 59 
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January  Calendar  of  Events 
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Presidio  Ecology  Walk:  Hike  along  the 
back  trails  of  the  historic  Presidio.  Find 
out  about  its  wonderful  fauna  and  flora 
surprises.  Saturdays  and  Sundays,  times 
and  meeting  places  given  by  calling  Fort 
Point,  G.GJM.R.A.  at  556-0865. 

Koalas:  Meet  Australia's  cutest  import  in 
their  own  eucalyptus  grove,  at  the  San 
Francisco  Zoo,  Sloat  Boulevard  at  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  Saturday,  Jan.  6  from  10 
a.m.  to  5  p.m.,  fee,  661-2023. 

Richmond  Artists'  Exhibit:  John  Haley's 
own  bronze  and  wood  sculpture  with  his 
collection  of  African  folk  art,  at  Fort 
Mason,  Bldg.  A.,  Jan.  6  through  March  4; 
Tues.  to  Sat.,  11  a.m.  to  5  p.m.,  775-0990. 

Rose  Pruning  Demonstratioru 
Sponsored  by  the  Golden  Gate  Rose 
Society,  at  the  Rose  Garden,  located 
between  Kennedy  Drive  and  Fulton 
Street  at  Park  Presidio  Drive  in  GG  Park. 
Simday,  Jan.  7  from  11  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  Free. 

Post-Holiday-Blues  Workshop:  Barbara 
Elordi,  grief-care  coordinator  for  CathdUc 
Charities  wiU  conduct  the  workshop. 
Sunday,  Jan- 7,  at  St.  Gabriel's  Church, 
2559  40th  Ave.,  from  1  to  4  p.m. 
Reservations  suggested.  $10  fee.  Call 
Barbara  Elordi,  665-5100  or  Heather 
Certick,  387-9782. 


8-14 

Richmond  District  Youth  Court:  Sessions 
cire  always  open  to  the  public.  Court  con¬ 
venes  Jan.  10  from  4  to  7  p.m.  in  the 
Auditorium  (sub-conference  level)  at  the 
UCSF  campus  in  Laurel  Heights,  3333 
Ccilifomia  St.  (formerly  Fireman's  Fund 
Bldg);  553-1385  or  553-1984  for  details. 

Freedom  from  Smoking:  Let  the 
American  Lung  Association  of  San 
Francisco  help  you  meet  your  goal 
during  the  first  three  weeks  of  1990.  At 
the  Richmond  YMCA,  360  18th  Ave.  at 
Geary  Boulevard,  Wednesday  Jem.  10 
from  6  to  7:30  p.m.  Sessions  end  Wed., 
Feb.  14.  $60  fee,  543^10. 

The  Insurance  Crisis:  Where  Do  We  Go 
From  Here?  State  Senator  Milton  Marks 
will  conduct  a  community  meeting  on 
auto,  health,  and  long-term-care  insur¬ 
ance  issues.  Fort  Mason  Center,  Bldg.  1, 
Saturday,  Jan.  12  from  5:30  to  7:30  p.m., 
474-0308. 

On  Screen;  A  Celebration  Of  Women  In 
Film:  The  sixth  annual  celebration  will  be 
held  Jan.  12-15,  at  the  Carmery  Theater, 
2801  Leavenworth  Street,  $6  for  films  and 
$20  for  the  seminar.  Call  255-6367  for 
tickets  and  the  Carmery  for  showtimes. 

Taoist  Arts  Film:  Master  Kumar  Frantzis 
draws  on  10  years  of  study  in  China  to 
demonstrate  and  discuss  'Tai  Chi,  Chi 
Gung,  martial  arts,  Chinese  healing 
systems  and  Taoist  meditation.  San 


Other  dry  cleaners 
are  pulling  your  leg. 


^Dresses,  coats,  jumpeutts,  suedee.  sike  and  leathers  are  higher. 


Our  every  day  price  is  only: 


For  our  prices,  other  dry  cleaners  will 
only  clean  about  half  a  pair  of  pants. 

At  Clean  ’n’  Press,  we  ll  clean  your  whole 
pair  of  pants,  or  just  about  any  garment,*  for 
about  half  the  price.  Every  day.  Guaranteed. 


Clean'n’Press 

We  clean  your  clothes. 
Not  your  pockets. 


CleM’n'Piess 

1  ^  1 

-  Ctean'n'Pfess  _ 

■  Blankets,  Bedspreads  8 

■  and  Comforters  ■ 

1 50%  OFFi 

Clein'n'Piess 

Trousers  or  Slacks 
Cleaned  'n*  Pressed 

Dresses  and  Jumpsuits 
Cleaned  'n'  Pressed 

99*^ 

$2^ 

Everyday  Low  Price:  $1.99 

1  No  Limit  1 

No  Limit 

Everyday  Low  Price:  $2.99 

Lined  and  sik  irxduded.  Except  suedee  and 
leakers.  One  coupon  per  visit  witi  ineoming 
order.  Not  valid  wik  any  other  offers.  In  order 
to  maintain  ou  low,  low  phcee,  prepayment  is 
required.  Expires  t/31M 

■  Exduding  Kf  and  down  Riled  items.  One  ■ 
1  coupon  per  visit  with  incoming  order.  Not  1 
*  vaM  witi  other  offers.  In  order  b  maintain  * 

■  our  low,  tow  prices,  prepayment  Is  ■ 

1  rectuired.  Expiree  1/31^  1 

Except  brmal  and  wedding  gowns  and  slks. 
One  coupon  per  visit  with  incoming  order. 

Not  valid  with  any  other  offers.  In  order  to 
mainbin  our  low,  low  prices,  prepayment  is 
required.  Expires  1^1/90 

MARINA/PACIFIC  HEIGHTS  RICHMOND  DISTRICT  NOE  VALLEY/CASTRO 
2758  OCTAVIA  STREET  '  5540  GEARY  BLVD.  4107  24TH  STREET 


(«  Union)  (Al  20th  Ave.)  (At  Castro) 

928-4807  668-1175  285-1901 


Spirit  Mask  from  Haley  Collection 

Francisco  College  of  Acupuncture,  2051 
Market  at  Church  streets,  Sunday,  Jan.  14, 
7  p.m.,  free,  381-9164. 

15-21 

Sutro  Aquarium  and  Baths:  Enjoy  a 
guided  walk  through  the  ruins  of  the 
famous  bathing  facility  built  by  Adolph 
Sutro.  Meet  at  Louis'  Restaurant  near  the 
Cliff  House,  on  Saturday,  Jan.  20, 11  a.m. 
to  noon.  556-8642. 

The  Lorax:  Come  see  the  Dr.  Seuss  movie 
and  participate  in  nature  games  to  learn 
more  about  the  environment.  Meet 
Remger  Terry  Kreidler  at  the  Ocean 
District  Ranger  Office,  42nd  Avenue  and 
Clement  Street,  Sunday,  Jan.  21.  reserva¬ 
tions  required,  556-8642. 


22-31 

Community/Police  Forum:  The  monthly 
forum  is  tentatively  scheduled  for 
Tuesday,  Jan.  23  at  the  Richmond  District 
Police  Station,  461  Sixth  Ave.  at  7  p.m. 
553-1984 

Anger  and  Conflict  in  Relationships:  A 
nine-week  course  presented  by  the  SF 
Community  College.  Classes  held  at  the 
Everett  Middle  School,  450  Church  St., 
starting  Tuesday,  Jan.  23  at  6:30  p.m.,  free, 
922-7612. 

Presidio  Coastal  Defenses  Walking 
Tour  Walk  along  the  coast  from  Baker 
Beach  to  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge,  past 
remnants  of  massive  concrete-and-steel 
coast  defense  gun  positions.  Meet  at  the 
Battery  East  parking  lot  above  Fort  Point, 
on  Saturday,  Jan.  27, 10  a.m.  to  1  p.m., 
reservations  reqtaired,  556-0865. 

Sutro  Heights  Park  Walk:  A  walking 
tour  of  this  splendid  park,  once  the  home 
and  gardens  of  Mayor  Adolph  Sutro. 
Meet  at  the  Lions  Gate,  Sutro  Heights, 
Sunday,  Jan.  28, 11  a.m.  to  noon.  (See 
story  on  page  4) 

Richmond  District  Youth  Court: 
Wednesday,  Jan.  31  from  4  to  7  p.m. 
Sessions  are  edways  open  to  the  public. 
(See  Jan.  10  for  details) 

A  Chinese  New  Year  Celebration: 
Sponsored  by  Heritage  with  a  slide 
lecture,  a  delicious  dim  sum  lunch,  and 
an  architectural  walk  of  Chinatown,  750 
Kearny  St.,  Saturday,  Feb.  3  at  10  a.m.  $25 
members,  $30  non-members,  441-3000. 


"Here  Retailers  can  get  Quality 
Resources  and  Information," 


10  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 

Free  Admission:  Just  show  a  business  card  or  letterhead. 
This  is  a  great  opportunity  to  get  a  jump  on  your  competition 
Presented  by  Western  Exhibitors,  Inc. 

For  details  on  exhibiting,  attending  phone  415/346-6666 


STdllElOtUS 


February  3-7,  Brooks  Hall 


says  Stephen  Cornell, 

president,  San  Francisco  Council  of  District  Merchants 
and  owner.  Brownie's  Hardware. 


"This  retailer's  trade  show  offers 
all  the  information,  service,  equipment 
and  supplies  serious  retailers  need. 


"The  educational  programs  are  hard¬ 
hitting,  practical  and  profits-oriented. 
The  free  consultations  and  infor¬ 
mation  from  exhibitors  is 
invaluable. 


"I  urge  suppliers  to  exhibit 
and  Bay  Area  retailers  to 
attend  the  next  StoreFocus 
at  Brooks  Hall.  It's  convenient 
with  everything  under  one  roof." 


